
The Flynn 
effect

Evidence against the concept of 
static, innate intelligence



What is the Flynn effect?

• IQ raised by 18 points in 2 generations1

• Effect visible over many countries1

Image from Source 2



Reasons for effect

• Biological evolution not possible that fast2

• Improvements mainly in abstract thinking4

• increase of scientific thinking in society & educational revolution1,4

• Cognitive abilities increasingly required for adult life4

=> environmentally driven2



Consequences for IQ

• IQ of population is not static2

• IQ of unique person is not static1

• IQ does not measure potential1

• IQ != Intelligence2

=> does Flynn effect also affect intelligence?



What about intelligence?

• fMRIs show increased usage of CEFs4

• Not „generically more intelligent“ than ancestors2

• Intelligence can evolve4

• Intelligence as set of developed properties1

• Skill set trained out of necessity1



Consequences of Flynn effect for research

• Culturally distant groups should not get compared3

• Improper comparison can lead to fatal results -> comparison of ethnic 
groups3

• New measures for intelligence are required3

• Compels rethinking of intelligence
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